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Rt. Rev. Michael Jennrich, OFM, Provincial Vicar of the Sacred 
Heart Province to which the Franciscan Monastery of St. Clare 
in Omaha belongs; was in Omaha January 22-26, 2012. He 

conducted the visitation of the monastery in preparation for the elections 
held on the 25th of January at 10:30 am.

Sister Theresina R. Santiago, OSC was unanimously elected to serve as 
the 13th Abbess of the Poor Clare Sisters in Omaha. Sister Mary Clare 
Brown, OSC, who had completed 4 terms of three years as Abbess, 
was elected Vicaress; and Sister Maria Benedicta Czerwien was elected 
Councilor. Immediately after the election, Sister Theresina was officially 
installed Abbess by Rt. Rev. Michael Jennrich, OFM.

New Leadership Marks 
Jubilee Year of St. Clare

Sr. Theresina R. Santiago, OSC
Abbess

Sr. Mary Clare Brown, OSC
Vicaress

Sr. Maria Benedicta Czerwien, OSC
Councilor

The Poor Clare Sisters 
are grateful to all those who offered gifts 

at the Christmas Concert, 
and to all who sent in donations during the  

Christmas Season.

You are all remembered in their prayers, 
and your donations  

are a great help to the monastery under construction.

They wish you God’s protection and 
Blessings all through this Year 2012.

Cork, Mr. & Mrs. Patrick	
Crnkovich, Julie	
Dalton, Thomas J.	
Elliott, Charles	
Fink-Stotzer, Theresia V.	
Floyd, Joann	
Flynn, Michael & Mary Beth	
Fox, Lucille	
Fye, Gerald & Lillian	
Godown, Mr. & Mrs. Leonard J.	
Gruttemeyer, Mary A.	
Henry, Margaret	
Holden, Charmaine	
Jensen, Rick & Monica Ann	
Jonas, Karen T.	
Keller, Mr. & Mrs. Paul T.		
Korten, Larry & Josephine	
Kratochvil, Dr. & Mrs. Bernard	
Kriegler, Joseph	
Kudirka, Mr. & Mrs. Ziggy	
Loeffler, Terry & Cheryl	
Lorimor, Judith	
Manhart, Mr. & Mrs. R.J.	
Marintzer, Daniel J.	
Martinez, Larry & Frances	
Medina, Jesse	
Meysenburg, Elizabeth	
Miller, Lavenia	
Murnan, Colleen	
Narke, Mark & Jenny	
Novotny, Carolyn, R.I.P.	
Oakey, Terry	
Ptacek, Patricia A.	
Pulzone, Kathleen	
Quinn, Paul & Lucille	
Richter, Richard	
Schneidewind, Susan J.	
Shick, William L.	
Shumacher, Ann	
Sinnott, Jennifer	
Smith, Timothy & Paulette	
Spence, Gene L. & Marilyn	
Stanley, Cindy	
Stinson, Jim V.	
Stratman, Ray & Geri	
Thiltgen, Paula	
Thompson, Gloria	
Urban, Rita	
Villarey, Nicole A.	
West, Mrs. K.	
Wilwerding, Sandra	
Wolters, Therese A.	
Wzorek, Lorraine	
Zoucha, Richard	
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The canvas painting of the Portiuncula’s 
façade has been completed by Dottie 
Mueller, and delivered to Omaha on De-
cember 11, 2011. The oil painting mea-
sures 12’5” x 10’1.5”. It will be installed 
in the replica of the Portiuncula in As-
sisi which will be inside the new monas-
tery chapel, and serve as the altar of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

This painting is a copy of the fresco on 
the façade of the Portiuncula, which 
depicts Saint Francis at the lower right, 
imploring Jesus and Mary at the top to 
grant Pardon. It was done in 1829 by 
Friedrich Overbeck. The inscription in 
Latin on the painting, which is above 
the door of the Portiuncula says: “This 
is the door of eternal life.” This recalls 
how Saint Francis felt and considered 
the Portiuncula to be “a piece of heaven 
on earth” that is worthy of love, honor 
and veneration.

Angels in the painting show why the 
little Chapel of the Portiuncula is found 
today inside the Basilica of Saint Mary 
of the Angels. It is also told that the 

singing of Angels in the Portiuncula was 
heard by Saint Francis and others. It is 
the “holy place” where Francis started 
to live the Gospel, where he wrote the 
Rule, where the Order of St. Clare was 
founded at the investiture of Clare Fa-
varone on Palm Sunday of 2012. It is the 
hope of the Poor Clare Sisters of Omaha 
to receive enough financial support 
to complete the Portiuncula in 
Omaha on this 800th Year 
of their Foundation.

Portiuncula Façade is Now Ready!

“Ask, and you shall receive…”

Dear Sisters,
I have been trying to sell an item for nearly six months… without 
success. So I decided to enlist God’s help. I prayerfully offered to split 
the profit with Him in return for His intercession.

Today the item was sold. I think I heard God say, “Send my share to the 
Poor Clare Sisters”. 

Here you are… along with my loving gratitude for all the blessings you 
have sent my way.

Best wishes to you all!

Clare

Dear Sister Theresina,
Thank you for all your prayers for my intentions. They were answered.

God bless you!

Michael G. Dawson, M.D.
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The Christmas Benefit Concert of the 
Poor Clare Sisters held the 6th of Decem-
ber 2011 at Christ the King Church was 
a well attended and successful one. Led 
by the Frontier String Ensemble of the 
Omaha Conservatory of Music under the 
direction of Ruth Meints, the audience 
took active part in singing of the Christ-
mas songs in the program.

Bruce McGregor, Program Directory of 
Spirit Radio KVSS was principal narra-
tor, with Sister Theresina, OSC, provid-
ing the voice of the angels, shepherds and 
kings, and Beth Doty, that of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary at the Annunciation story. 
Beth Doty of St. Leo’s Parish also had the 
role of cantor to lead the audience in the 
singing of the favorite songs that brought 
out the significance, the spirit, and the 
joys of Christmas.

Ruth Meints gave an expressive and 
touching rendition of “Mary, Did You 
Know” with the violin accompaniment of 
Mary Heldridge. The 33 young violinists 
could not have been more inspired.

We Sang In Exultation!

Sister Theresina, who spoke the words of 
welcome, spoke at the end to thank Ruth Meints 
and the violinists, Father Stillmunks and Christ 
the King Parish, to thank the audience for their 
presence and active participation, and for their 

precious Christmas offering for the building 
project. She reminded everyone that Emmanuel 
is God with us. We can continue to be strong, to 

take courage and to trust, and to be joyful!

Canon D by J. Packabel set the tone of the 

group’s professional performance, at their 

processional to the sanctuary.

It was a meaningful and joyful evening of music 
and singing in exultation.

Narrators Bruce McGregor, 
Beth Doty and Sister 

Theresina brought the 
prophecy, and the story of 

Christmas to life…

And the violinists added 
their inspired and joyful 
commentary in music.

Ruth Ann Popp and Connie Cosentino spoke for the Poor Clare Sisters, the importance and need for prayer that they provide, and the urgency of bringing their monastery project to completion. They appealed for free willing and tax deductible donations, a Christmas offering to God, through the Sisters.

Six of the Sisters walked down the 
aisle passing the baskets which 

were emptied in a red sack.

We stood to sing in exultation, “Angels 

We Have Heard On High” Our hearts were 

prepared to celebrate the Birth of Jesus, and 

to adore Christ the Lord!
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There were 57 participants, representing 17 countries of origin.

Formation Update

Sister Theresina with 
Sister Kathy and 

Sister Rosalie, at right.

Franciscan Inter-Community 
Formation Program

Sister Rosalie and Sister Kathy had the opportunity of meeting 
Franciscan novices and postulants at the Franciscan Inter-Com-
munity Formation Program held November 8-11, 2011 at the 
Graymoor Spiritual Life Center, New York. Clare A. D’Auria, 
OSF gave the group of Third Order Franciscans, Poor Clares 
and Friars; five sessions on the theme: “A Single Branch of 
Flame”: Discernment in the Franciscan Tradition.

Sister Kathy Receives the Habit
Sister Kathleen Raiti Hawkins received the Poor Clare habit 
at the Investiture held on the 8th of December 2011. Rt. Rev. 
Abbot Theodore Wolff, OSB was celebrant for the Mass on the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception at 9 am; and presided 
at the investiture that followed immediately.

Sister Marie Receives 
the Postulant Dress

The Poor Clare Sisters of Omaha received Maria C. Bautista 
into the Postulancy on the 24th of December 2011.

Sister Kathleen received the name, Sister Mary Kathleen 
of the Good Shepherd, and is shown above with Abbot 

Theodore, OSB and Carm Cosentino, her sponsor.

It was as a Postulant that 
she attended the Christmas 

Vigil Mass! 

Sister Marie received the Postulant 
dress from Sister Mary Clare at 

Evening Prayer of Christmas Eve.

              Jan Cohen
           Daniel J. Duffy
        Deacon Anthony Filipcic
      Deacon Robert Jergovic
    George J. Lenihan, Jr.
  Karen Lang
Jeanne Lux
Bill McEvoy
Carolyn Novotny
John Ptacek
 James E. Robinson
  Leo Rueschhoff
   Caroline Salisbury
    Elias Sevilla
      Suzanne Shick
       Alvin Sloup
        John and Helen Sloup
         Frank and Mary Tigges
         Betty Turley
         Sheila Wallerstedt
        Charlie Williams
       Elizabeth Werthmann
      Fred Wolski, Sr.

IN LOVING 
REMEMBRANCE

The Poor Clare Sisters 
pray for your Beloved Departed
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You are the Living Stones
building up this dwelling of God!

List of donors from November 2011 to January 2012

Praise to You, my Lord, through Brother Sun …
through whom you give us light!

BROTHER SUN
$10,000 and above
All-Con, Inc.	
Ambrose, James & Callista	
Cheney, James & Barbara	
Cosentino, Carm	
Cosentino, Connie	
Cosentino, Michael & Betty	
Czyz, James & Mary
DeMarco, Dr. Peter & Loretta	
Engel, Jon & Bea	
Fitzgerald, William & Barbara	
Hansen, Gerald P.	
Kottas, Robert P.	
Lynch, Colleen	
Maschka, D.D.S, Dr. & Mrs. Philip	
Mylod, Rosemary	
Popp, Ronald & Ruth Ann	
Reding, Larry & Patricia	
Robert N. & Florence Slinger Foundation

Praise to You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the 
Stars …clear and precious and beautiful!

SISTER MOON AND STARS
$5,000 - $9,999
Barmettler, Marybeth	
Brauch-Petersen, Dr. Mary T.	
Cosentino, Marianne R.I.P.	
Cruz, Abelardo & Monina	
Erftmier, Don & Adelaide	
Hartigan, Dr. & Mrs. John D.	
Luetkenhaus, Earl & Mary	
Manning, Edward & Dinah	
McCarthy, Beverly	
Moylan, John D. & Susan	
Munchrath, OFS, Muriel M.	
Murnan, Leo & Claire	
Pajeda, Drasis & Mary Charlene	
Pavlik, Dr. Kenneth & Norene	

Praise to You, my Lord, through Brother Wind …the 
air and every other kind of weather through whom 
You give sustenance to your creatures!

BROTHER WIND
$1,000 - $4,999
Beal, John & Michelle	
Beccard, Arthur & Catherine	
Boyer-Hutfless, Christina	
Budenholzer, Mary Jo	
Burton, Anna Jane	
Carlstedt, Gerald M.	
Chesire, Daniel P. & Nora	
Cholet, Clare	
Crouch, Gary & Mary	
Czerwien, Maggie G.	
Dawson, Michael	
Gass, Mr. & Mrs. Scott	
Gehringer, Mary Helen	
Gobel, Barbara A.	
Gordon, John & Margaret	
Gross, Dr. R. Michael & Kathlyn	
Haney, Bea	
Hardebeck, Matthew	

Harken, David & Bette	
Havlicek, Mary Jo	
Higgins, Leo & Rita	
Holloway, Joan	
Johnson, David & Eva	
Johnson, Patti	
Kayton, Joan	
Kessler, Joseph & Rita	
Kibbe, Diane M.	
Laughlin, Patricia R.	
Lewis, Galen & Mary	
Lickteig, Mary	
Lorkovic, Bernie & Peg	
Luebbert, Sr. Mary Veronica R.I.P.	
Lux, Jeanne, R.I.P.	
Machacek, Richard & Marilyn	
March, Rick A.	
McGill, James & Ann
McKnight, Thomas & Evelyn	
Mehser, OFS, Christine	
Moss, Warner M.	
Moylan, James H.	
Nowak, Leonard & Esther	
O’Connor, Mrs. Robert E.	
Olszowka, Mary	
Peters, William R.	
Pitner, Sheryl	
Reynek, OFS, Larry & Ann	
Rieden, Henry & Joann	
Ries, Dr. & Mrs. Gerald	
Ryan, Patrick & Kathleen	
Schanbacher, John & Cheryl	
Shrier, Elizabeth A.	
Skradski, Edward & Marlene	
Smith, Dr. & Mrs. James F.	
Soener Foundation	
Spanke, Paula	
Swanson, Phillip & Linda	
Thompson, Charles & Sharry	
Wolfe, Dr. Steven & Maria	
Young, Daniel	
Zitka, Eileen, R.I.P.
Zywiec, Eugene & Delores		

Praise to You, my Lord, through Sister Water, who is 
very useful, humble, precious and chaste!

SISTER WATER
$500 - $999.00
Averill, Sallie M.	
Brady, Paul & Diane	
Broghammer, Robert & Dorothy	
Burns, Patrick & Monica	
Chedester, Dr. John K.	
Citrano, James & Eileen	
Corbit, Christine & Roger	
Finocchiaro, John	
Freivald, Joseph A.	
Gould, Al & Kelly	
Harris, Jr., Albert F.	
Heuerte, Phileena	
Holst, Julie	
Horrum, Theresia	
Hrabovsky, Grant & Sharon	
Kush, Lester & Delores	
Luebbert, Steven & Patricia J.	
McEvoy, Judith	
Meyers, Theresa	
Munch, Joan	

Nevinski, James & Mary	
Niewohner, Myrna	
O’Halloran, Philip & Susan	
Powers, Angela	
Reding, Germain & Armella	
Rondeau, David & Annamarie	
Rosness, George E.	
Spargo, OFS, James & Anna Marie	
Spellecy, John D.	
Spethman, Richard & Virginia	
Steffens, Mary L.	
Tribulato, Dr. Louis & Madonna	
Villaruz, Augusto & Amelita	
Warin, Edward & Colleen	
Weist, Herman & Ellen	
Welch, Larry & Nicoline	
Werner Enterprises	

Praise to You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, through 
whom You light the night; he is playful, robust and 
strong!

BROTHER FIRE
$100.00 - $499.00
Abler, Mr. & Mrs. Paul	
Allen, Jr., George W. & Rosemary	
Arkfeld, Gerald L.	
Badger, Ralph & Susan	
Banal, Mary Rose	
Barnett, Barbara	
Barrett, Frank & Ruth Ann	
Barrett, Thomas	
Bauer, Josephine	
Bell, Jean Creighton	
Bianchi, Roberta	
Bottner, Mr. & Mrs. Raymond C.	
Brannen, Tom & Ann	
Buhl, Pamela
Burns, Dr. Bob & Mrs. Sally Burns	
Burns, Frank & Jeanne	
Buttner, Barnet & Phyllis	
Carlson, Douglas & Christine	
Casey, Kevin & Trish	
Caskey, Jean	
Castro, Salvador & Gloria	
Catania, Thomas	
Cavanaugh, David	
Cavitt, Nat & Nepucena	
Cheese, Mr. & Mrs. William G.	
Cochrane, Colleen	
Connelly, Norm & Joan	
Cook, Mead & Val	
Cotton, Elaine	
Croker, Jane	
Dash, Mary C.	
Decker, Robert E.	
Dixon, John & Frances	
Dworak, Paul & Mary Anne	
Dwyer, Joseph	
Erlbacher, Donald	
Esposito, Dr. Paul & Bernadette	
Farnan, Theresa	
Farrage, Mr. & Mrs. George	
Findley, James & Sarah	
Friend, Genevieve A.	
Gill, Joseph & Mildred	
Gist, Dr. William & Judith	
Gowing, Don & Madelene	
Gross, Jim & Annmarie	
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Grosse, Rev. Mr. & Mrs. Randy	
Gubbels, Gerard & Margie	
Gutschow, Shirley	
Hahn, Lawrence	
Hall, Joseph & Cynthia	
Hatterman, Kay	
Hayes, Patricia A.	
Head, Robert	
Hejkal, Rita Reding	
Hempel, Joanne Weidler	
Hermanek, Thomas & Shirley	
Hilt, Deacon Frank & Carol	
Hoig, Robert	
Horning, Clare L.	
Hussman, Mary Elaine	
Jackson, Patricia	
Jezierski, Kenneth & Patricia A.	
Johnson, David M.	
Johnson, Wayne & Susan	
Kealy, Earl P.
Kelley, OFS, Kathleen	
Kellner, Douglas & Marla	
Kenny, William & Shirley	
Kinkaid, Scott	
Koleg, Edward & Rosemary	
Krzemien, Ronald & Grace	
Kukula, John & Deborah M.	
Landry, Melanie	
Lee, Mary Virginia	
Lenihan, Jr., George J., R.I.P.	
Lerner, George & Therese	
Lisko, David & Merleen	
Lonowski, Raymond & Maxine	
Lueder, Mr. & Mrs. Lynn	
Marasco, Gary & Mary	
Martin, Elaine	
McGinn, Dan & Rhea	
McGranaghan, Robert E.	
McGuire, Mary Jo	
Moenssen, Dennis & Melinda	
Morrissey, Mary Loretta	
Moseman, Neil	
Mueller, Bob & Iva	
Naughton, Gerald P. & Jean	
Neneman, John	
Nitsch, M. J.	
Noonen, James & Zita	
Ohri, Rose Mary	
Olson, John & Joyce	
Oswald, Claire M.	
Paschang, William	
Peter, Eugene W.	
Peterson, Marcella	
Petty, David	
Piccolo, Joseph & Colette	
Pietramale, Henry	

Pink, Gary & Deborah	
Pospishil, Mary Ellen	
Propeck, John C. & Mary Ann	
Purcell-Kirchner, Lee Ann	
Quinn, Patricia	
Raynor, John & Maureen	
Raynor, Stephen & Anne	
Reeder, Patricia	
Robinson, James & Lonita	
Robinson, James E, R.I.P.	
Ryan, Jack	
Salisbury, Caroline, R.I.P.	
Santiago, Minerva & Juan	
Schrad, Thomas C.	
Simon, Mr. & Mrs. Martin G.	
Simons, Shirley	
Sloup, Rick	
Sobczyk, Joseph & Vesta	
Stary, Maureen	
Steenson, Gerald	
Stratman, Clarence & Janice	
St. Robert Bellarmine Church Ladies Guild
Sullivan, Patty M.	
Sweeney, Dr. Karen J.	
Tabor, Natha	
Thangam, Shanthi	
Thayer, Bill	
Thompson, Kennard & Collene	
Torres, Juliana	
Troia, Katherine A.	
Turner, Rosemary B.	
Ulveling, James & Sandra	
Uphoff, Mary Ellen	
Vlock, John & Bernadette	
Wells, Kathleen M.	
Wichert, Bob & Judy	
Wickes, Renee	
Widhalm, Dale & Theresa	
Zebolsky, David	
Zielinski, Mary E.	
Zoucha, Dr. Adam & Phylis	

Praise to You, my Lord, through Sister Mother Earth, who 
sustains and governs us and protects us and produces fruit, 
colored flowers and herbs!

SISTER MOTHER EARTH
$1.00 - $99.00
Adler, Ronald	
Autry, Kelly	
Barthelemy, James & Marian	
Bittner, David J.	
Blazek, Michaela	
Bonacci, Diane	
Caveye, William & Mary	

Cork, Mr. & Mrs. Patrick	
Crnkovich, Julie	
Dalton, Thomas J.	
Elliott, Charles	
Fink-Stotzer, Theresia V.	
Floyd, Joann	
Flynn, Michael & Mary Beth	
Fox, Lucille	
Fye, Gerald & Lillian	
Godown, Mr. & Mrs. Leonard J.	
Gruttemeyer, Mary A.	
Henry, Margaret	
Holden, Charmaine	
Jensen, Rick & Monica Ann	
Jonas, Karen T.	
Keller, Mr. & Mrs. Paul T.		
Korten, Larry & Josephine	
Kratochvil, Dr. & Mrs. Bernard	
Kriegler, Joseph	
Kudirka, Mr. & Mrs. Ziggy	
Loeffler, Terry & Cheryl	
Lorimor, Judith	
Manhart, Mr. & Mrs. R.J.	
Marintzer, Daniel J.	
Martinez, Larry & Frances	
Medina, Jesse	
Meysenburg, Elizabeth	
Miller, Lavenia	
Murnan, Colleen	
Narke, Mark & Jenny	
Novotny, Carolyn, R.I.P.	
Oakey, Terry	
Ptacek, Patricia A.	
Pulzone, Kathleen	
Quinn, Paul & Lucille	
Richter, Richard	
Schneidewind, Susan J.	
Shick, William L.	
Shumacher, Ann	
Sinnott, Jennifer	
Smith, Timothy & Paulette	
Spence, Gene L. & Marilyn	
Stanley, Cindy	
Stinson, Jim V.	
Stratman, Ray & Geri	
Thiltgen, Paula	
Thompson, Gloria	
Urban, Rita	
Villarey, Nicole A.	
West, Mrs. K.	
Wilwerding, Sandra	
Wolters, Therese A.	
Wzorek, Lorraine	
Zoucha, Richard	


